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RE: Federal Ball 0" CigarCllcs and RYO Containing Certain Characterizing Flavors

Dcar Sir or Madam:

We want to lcll you about an impotlant new fcdcrallaw lhal afflXts your members who
sell cigarettes Jnd other lobacco prodllcts. On Junc 22, 2009, the president signed into law thc
Family Smoking Pr<::vclllion and Tobacco Control ACI ("Ad"). This is an historic step loward
redllcing the lOll or disease and dCJth that cigarettc smoking exacts from smokcrs and th<::ir
families - an c,tirnal~'\14()(),OOO deaths cach ycar in lhe Uniled States. Finding thc usc or
tollacco products by children "a pediatri<:: di,case or considcrable propotlions thai n:~Ulls ill new
generations of tobacco-dependent children and adults," Congr<::,s mandalcd a wide range of
measures designed to reduce the ;!((ractiveness of cigarel1es to minors.

Among thc Act's provisions is an outright ban On any cigarette, roll-your-own tobaeco
("RYO") and bidi Ihal conlams cellain, specified nalural or artificlal flavors that "characterize'
the flavor of the lollaceo prodllct or its smoke. This ban took cff~'Ct on September 22, 2009.
Cigarettes, RYO and bidi, sulljcd to the ban may 010 long~r be m~nd::,cll.:red, importC{!,
distribut~d or sold in lhe United Slales, and are subject to seizure by federal, state and local law
cnfore<::ment

The AUomey General maintains a Tobac<::o Direclory of cigaretle and RYO brands that
may lawrlllJy be sold in CaliforniJ: hllp:llagca.govllohaccoldireclOry.php. As a result of the
rederal b,m, the AUorney Gencral has removcd several brands of flavored cigarenes and RYO
rrom Ibe directory.

We have cnclosed J Spc...-:ial Notice from the Hoard of Equalization lhal includes a list of
the banned fl"vors. Milch mOre mronllalion for I11Jnufacturers, importcr';, dl~lributors and
rCladers is avai1able on thc orticiJl wellsilc ofthc Food and Drug Administralion, the agency
charged wilh implementing the Act: wwwfda.gol·lTohaccoProduct.<ldcfmdl.hlm.
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We encOlmlge YOlIlo gel lhe word Oul 10 your members who sell tobacco. Please do not
he~ilale to contaclme ,fyou have.any qlIeslions. You and your members can also contact lIS via
the ··contact us" buttol1 on our website or by Icaving a voicc mcssagc at (916) 565-6486.

Thank you.
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